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NBC's Russert to deliver Commencement address
Tim Russert, the managing editor and
moderator of NBC's "Meet the Press"
and political analyst for "NBC Nightly
News" and the "Today" show, has been
selected to give the 2007 Commencement
address, according to Chancellor Mark S.
Wrighton.
The University's 146th Commencement
will begin at 8:30 a.m. May 18 in Brookings
Quadrangle.
Russert also anchors "The Tim Russert
Show," a weekly interview program on
CNBC; acts as a contributing anchor for
MSNBC; and is senior vice president and
Washington bureau chief of NBC News. He
will receive an honorary doctor of humane
letters during the ceremony.

The other honorary
degree recipients will be
announced in a later issue
of the Record.
"We are grateful to
have Tim Russert deliver
Washington University's
Commencement address
this year," Wrighton said.
Russert
"Tim Russert has been a
truly outstanding leader
on the national news media stage for nearly
two decades. I know our graduates and
their guests will value the opportunity to
hear from such a respected and distinguished journalist."
Russert, who joined NBC News in 1984,

is no stranger to campus. He covered the
three presidential debates WUSTL has hosted since 1992.
Russert has interviewed every major figure on the American political scene, including President George W Bush in a rare
hour-long interview on "Meet the Press," as
well as numerous other world leaders and
newsmakers.
He supervised the April 1985 live broadcasts of the "Today" program from Rome,
negotiating and arranging an appearance by
Pope John Paul II, a first for American television. In 1986 and 1987, Russert led NBC
News' weeklong broadcasts from South
America, Australia and China.
Since Russert took the helm of "Meet the

Press" in December 1991, the show has become the country's most watched Sunday
morning interview program and, according
to NBC, the most quoted news program in
the world. Now in its 60th year, "Meet the
Press" is the longest-running program on
television.
The Washingtonian magazine has described Russert as the "best and most influential journalist" in Washington, D.C., and
"Meet the Press" as "the most interesting
and important hour on television."
TV Guide selected his use of the dry
erase whiteboard, on which Russert predicted "Florida, Florida, Florida" would be
the pivotal state in the 2000 presidential
See Russert, Page 6

Performance IQ and
gene link confirmed
BY JIM DRYDEN

if you're particularly good with
puzzles or chess, the reason may
be in your genes.
A team of scientists led by
School of Medicine psychiatric
geneticists has gathered the most
extensive evidence to date that a
gene that activates signaling pathways in the brain influences one
kind of intelligence. The researchers confirmed a link between the gene CHRM2 and performance IQ, which involves a
person's ability to organize things
logically.
"This is not a gene for intelligence," said Danielle M. Dick,
Ph.D., assistant professor of psychiatry and lead author on the
study. "It's a gene that's involved
in some kinds of brain processing, and specific alterations in the
gene appear to influence IQ. But
this single gene isn't going to be
the difference between whether a
person is a genius or has belowaverage intelligence."
Dick's team comprehensively

studied the DNA along the gene
and found that several variations
within the CHRM2 gene could be
correlated with slight differences
in performance IQ scores, which
measure a person's visual-motor
coordination, logical and sequential reasoning, spatial perception
and abstract problem-solving
skills. When people had more
than one positive variation in the
gene, the improvements in performance IQ were cumulative.
The study's findings are available online in Behavior Genetics
at bga.org and will appear in an
upcoming print issue of that journal.
IQ tests also measure verbal
skills and typically include many
subtests. For this study, subjects
took five verbal subtests and four
performance subtests, but the genetic variations influenced only
performance IQ scores.
"One way to measure performance iQ may be to ask people to order pictures correctly to
tell a story," Dick said. "A simple
See Link, Page 6

Celebrating a legacy Dred and Harriet Scott's great-great granddaughter Lynne Jackson (center) and her father John Madison (left), Scott's great-grandson, attend a reception March 1 at the
Old Courthouse in downtown St. Louis, where their ancestors sued for their freedom from slavery
in 1847. With them at a display honoring Dred and Harriet Scott (seen in the print on the wall) are
(from left) John Baugh, Ph.D., the Margaret Bush Wilson Professor in Arts & Sciences; David T.
Konig, Ph.D., professor of history and of African & African American Studies and director of the
Legal Studies program, all in Arts & Sciences, and professor in the School of Law; and Christopher A. Bracey, J.D., associate professor of law and of African & African American Studies. The
reception was part of WUSTL's "The Dred Scott Case and Its Legacy: Race, Law and the Struggle
for Equality," a national symposium commemorating the sesquicentennial of the U.S. Supreme
Court's 1857 decision, which denied the Scotts their freedom.

A decade of bringing together faculty and students
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR

The Faculty Associates program
is celebrating 10 years of connecting faculty members with
students living on the South 40. A
celebration of the program's success was held Feb. 28 in the Liggett/Koenig Residential College
main commons.
The program, sponsored by
the Office of Residential Life,
started during the 1996-97 academic year in response to the realization that there was a growing
gap between faculty members
and undergraduate students.
Many faculty members wanted to
extend their interactions with
students outside the academic
realm.
The program began with six
associates and has grown to 37,
with every freshman floor hosting
a faculty associate. In addition,
there are five faculty fellows living
in residence hall apartments.
Throughout the program's
history, approximately 120 faculty

Area expanded for Employer
Assisted Housing Program
BY ANDY CLENDENNEN

(From left) Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton chats with Patrick Eisenlohr, Ph.D., assistant professor of anthropology in Arts & Sciences,
and Michael E. Wysession, Ph.D., associate professor of earth and
planetary sciences in Arts & Sciences, during the Feb. 28 Faculty
Associates program 10th anniversary celebration in the Liggett/
Koenig Residential College main commons.
members have served as faculty
associates or faculty fellows.
"It has been exciting to see the
evolution of the Faculty Fellows
and Faculty Associates programs
and to realize that the impetus

came from students," said Jill A.
Stratton, assistant dean of students and associate director of
residential life. "Both faculty and
students have gained much in the
See Program, Page 6

For the past 10 years, the
University's Employer
Assisted Housing Program has
helped qualified employees
secure housing in areas near the
University through forgivable
mortgage loans.
Recently, a committee
chaired by Executive Vice
Chancellor for Administration
John E. Klein reviewed the history and objectives of the program and recommended extending the program for 10
years, with some modifications.
"The intent of the program
is to help employees and fulltime graduate students with
their down payment and closing costs to purchase houses in
neighborhoods near the University," Klein said. "The loans

from the University are forgivable if the purchaser owns and
lives in the house for five years.
The program also brings benefits to the neighborhoods by introducing qualified home-buyers affiliated with the University.
Based on the committee's
recommendations, the following changes have been implemented effective March 1 for
the next 10 years of the program:
• The amount of each forgivable loan has been increased to
the lesser of 5 percent of the
purchase price or $6,000.
• The eligible neighborhoods
have been expanded to include
DeBaliviere Place and the West
End area, in addition to the
previously eligible neighborSee Housing, Page 6
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Renaissance students
Founded in 59 B.C., Florence,
Italy, is widely considered the
birthplace of the Italian Renaissance. This spring, 37 art and
architecture students from the
Sam Fox School of Design &
Visual Arts are soaking in that
history by living and working in
Florence and pursuing a curriculum that includes studios,
art history seminars and Italian
language classes. Architecture
students, led by Zeuler R. Lima,
Ph.D., assistant professor of
architecture, are exploring —
and sketching — the urban and
architectural history of Florence
with tours of historical sites
from various periods, including
the 15th-century Basilica di San
Lorenzo (left). Junior Alia
Agafonov drew this sketch of
the church (right), which was
designed by Filippo Brunelleschi. Students also are developing design proposals for a
pedestrian promenade and hostel along the Arno River; the
works will be exhibited this fall
in Givens Hall.

Register now for Mini Med classes
BY BETH MILLER

Ever wondered what it's like to
perform laparoscopic surgery? Now is your chance to
find out, along with learning
about many other areas of
medicine.
Registration is open for the
spring session of Mini Medical
School, which begins the week
of March 19 at the Eric P. Newman Education Center.
Mini Med I runs for eight
consecutive Tuesdays from 7-9
p.m. from March 20-May 8.
Lectures are given by the
University's physicians on such
topics as the causes of blindness, low back pain, diabetes,
Alzheimer's disease, genetics,
brain tumors, heart disease and
stroke.
Students will learn to suture
and use a laparoscope. Each
class includes a question-andanswer session with the presenting physician and dessert.
Mini Med I also includes
several tours: the medical
school, including the anatomy
lab; the Genome Sequencing
Center; and the Bernard Becker
Medical Library, where partici-

pants will learn to research
their personal medical questions. The class ends with a
lecture and graduation ceremony May 8. Tuition is $85.
Mini Med II is offered from
7-9 p.m. Thursday nights from
March 22-May 10. Lecture
topics include mental health
and new pharmaceutical treatments for depression, bariatric
(weight loss) surgery, pediatric
infectious diseases, male impotence and prostate cancer, knee
and hip replacements, anesthesia, new advances in cardiovascular surgery, urinary incontinence and cosmetic and reconstructive surgery.
Mini Med II students will
examine various healthy and
diseased organs, evaluate
X-rays, perform physical examinations to people acting as
patients, assess balance and
posture in a physical therapy
lab and try their hand at microsurgery. Mini Med I is a
prerequisite. Tuition is $85.
Space is limited. For more
information, call 362-4380 or
visit medicine.wustl.edu/minimed. Registrants must be at
least 15 years old.

Men's, women's hoops
go to NCAA Sweet 16

Men's, women's track
and field sweep UAA

The No. 8 men's basketball team
advanced to the Sweet 16. The
Bears will face No. 1 University of
Wisconsin-Stevens Point at 8 p.m.
March 9 in Stevens Point.
Sophomore Tyler Nading tied
his career-high with 25 points to
lead the Bears to a 63-61 win
against No. 11 Whitworth College
March 3 in the second round; the
day before, sophomore Troy Ruths
scored 16 of his game-high 26
points in the second half to guide
WUSTL past Fontbonne, 77-58, in
the first round.
On March 2 in the first round,
the No. 9 WUSTL women (22-5)
held on for a 54-52 win against
Manchester College (Ind.). Sophomore Halsey Ward led the Bears
with 13 points.
The women defeated host Lake
Forest College, 58-47, March 3, as
senior Sarah Schell led with 14
points. The women face host and
No. 25 Luther College (24-4) in the
NCAA Sweet 16 at 8 p.m. March 9.

The men's and women's track and
field teams swept the 2007 UAA
Indoor Championships, marking
the third straight year that the
WUSTL men and women have
both won the team indoor title.

Women's swimming,
diving off to NCAAs
The women's swimming and diving team will wrap up its season
March 8-10 at the 2007 NCAA
Championships. WUSTL qualified
six competitors for the NCAAs,
which will be held in Houston.

Baseball wins two of
three at home
The baseball team (4-1) earned a
split Feb. 27 against Fontbonne
University, falling 7-3 in Game 1,
then bouncing back for an 8-3
win in the second game. The
Bears then beat Webster University, 11-4, March 1.

Board of Trustees meets, hears biomedical research report
The University's Board of
Trustees met March 2 at the
School of Medicine, where they
heard a special presentation by
internationally recognized scientist Jeffrey I. Gordon, M.D.,
according to Chancellor Mark S.
Wrighton.
Gordon, who is director of
the Center for Genome Sciences
and the Dr. Robert J. Glaser Distinguished University Professor
of Molecular Biology and Pharmacology, shared insights on the
human digestive system in a
presentation titled "Dining In
With a Few Trillion Friends: Exploring the Microbial Part of
Ourselves." Gordon's comments
were based on his recently published research that shows gut
microbes to be biomarkers, mediators and potential therapeutic
targets in the war against the
worldwide obesity epidemic.
Trillions of friendly microbes
reside in the intestine, where they
help digest food that the body
can't use on its own, such as the
complex sugars found in grains,
fruits and vegetables. As part of
the digestive process, the microbes break down nutrients to
extract calories that can be stored
as fat.
As lead investigator in the
studies published in the Dec. 20
issue of the journal Nature, Gordon and his fellow scientists reported the relative abundance of
two of the most common groups
of gut bacteria is altered in both
obese humans and mice. By sequencing the genes present in gut
microbial communities of obese
and lean mice and by observing
the effects of transplanting these
communities into germ-free
mice, the researchers showed that
the obese microbial community
has an increased capacity to harvest calories from the diet.
The trustees also heard a report from Wrighton on University progress, including another
record-setting year for undergraduate applications for the fall
2007 incoming class. Wrighton
noted that the potential and
quality indicators of this class are
extraordinarily strong.
He announced the speaker for
the May 18 Commencement ceremonies: Tim Russert, host of
NBC's "Meet the Press" and
Washington bureau chief for
NBC News. Russert has hosted
"Meet the Press" since 1991 and
has covered each presidential
election thereafter, including cohosting the network's presiden-

tial-election night coverage, as
well as visits to WUSTL for presidential debates held on the campus in 1992, 2000 and 2004.
Wrighton reviewed plans for
the 2007 meeting of the International Advisory Council for Asia
(IACA) March 10-13 in Bangkok,
Thailand. Joining the chancellor
will be eight University deans and
several prominent faculty members who will participate not only
in IACA meetings, but also in academic seminars to be presented
in collaboration with Thailand's
leading university, Chulalongkorn. The IACA agenda will include
reports on the continuing success
of the McDonnell International
Scholars Academy.
Wrighton announced an International Symposium on Energy and the Environment May 4-7
at the University as part of the
McDonnell Academy. A significant number of presidents from
the 20 McDonnell Academy University Partners worldwide will
participate in the event. Presenters will include the Honorable
Thomas R. Pickering, former U.S.
Ambassador to the United Nations; Trustee Hugh Grant, chairman, president and CEO of Monsanto Co.; and Ralph J. Cicerone,
Ph.D., president of the National
Academy of Sciences.
Wrighton also announced that
the University is seeking grants
and support for the establishment
of a bioenergy initiative called the
Center for Advanced Renewable
Energy under the leadership of
Himadri B. Pakrasi, Ph.D., the
George William and Irene Koechig
Freiberg Professor of Biology in
Arts & Sciences. Collaborating
with the University in seeking a
Department of Energy grant are
the University of Missouri in Columbia and in St. Louis; Saint
Louis University; the Donald Danforth Plant Science Center; Southern Illinois University Edwardsville; Purdue University; University of Georgia; University of California, Los Angeles; and others.
In closing his remarks,
Wrighton noted that both the
men's and women's basketball
teams won University Athletic Association championships and re-

ceived invitations to the NCAA
championship playoffs. In addition, the women's swim team
qualified for NCAA championship competition.
In other action, the trustees received reports from the Alumni
Board of Governors and the following committees: Audit, Development, Educational Policy, University Finance, Medical Finance,
Honorary Degree, ResearchGraduate Affairs and Undergraduate Life.
As a special part of the trustee
meeting, leaders of the medical
school gave presentations about
the future of medicine and the
challenges facing medical education, health care and research.
The presentations are part of a
University-wide Plan for Excellence process that will lead to an
institutional strategic plan. Presenters included: Larry J. Shapiro,
M.D., the Spencer T and Ann W
Olin Distinguished Professor of
Pediatrics, dean of the School of
Medicine and executive vice chancellor for medical affairs; William
Edwin Dodson, M.D., associate
dean and associate vice chancellor
for continuing medical education
and for medical admissions and
professor of pediatrics and of
neurology;
Mary E. Klingensmith, M.D.,
program director in surgery, director, surgical skills laboratory
and associate professor of surgery; Samuel L. Stanley, Jr., M.D.,
vice chancellor for research and
professor of medicine and of molecular biology; David M. Holtzman, M.D., the Andrew B. and
Gretchen P. Jones Professor and
head of Neurology and professor
of molecular biology and pharmacology;
Daniel P. Kelly, M.D., the
Alumni Endowed Professor of
Cardiovascular Diseases in Medicine, director of the Center for
Cardiovascular Research and professor of pediatrics and of molecular biology and pharmacology;
and Jonathan D. Gitlin, M.D., the
Helene B. Roberson Professor of
Pediatrics, scientific director of
the Children's Discovery Institute
and professor of genetics and of
Pathology and Immunology.

The Record will not publish during next week's spring break. The
next Record Monday e-mail will arrive March 19. The print Record
will resume publication March 22.
Daylight saving time begins at 2 a.m. March 11 — three weeks
early this year. Remember to set clocks ahead one hour this weekend.
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School of Medicine Update
Enzyme critical for growth of abdominal aortic aneurysms
BY CAROLINE ARBANAS

Surgery is the only treatment
for an abdominal aortic
aneurysm, a weak spot in the
body's main artery that dilates
dangerously over time. If the vessel ruptures
suddenly before
surgery to
repair it, a quick
death is virtually certain.
Now, School
of Medicine scientists say they
have identified
a key enzyme
Thompson
that triggers
chronic inflammation in the aorta
and promotes the growth of
aneurysms. Their finding raises
hopes for developing a drug that
could prevent small aneurysms
from enlarging to the point where
surgery is necessary.
Genetically engineered mice
that lack the enzyme dipeptidyl

peptidase I (DPPI) do not develop aortic aneurysms, the researchers report in the online
edition of Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.
"We think DPPI is a viable
therapeutic target that may keep
the growth of aortic aneurysms
in check so they don't become life
threatening," said Robert W.
Thompson, M.D., professor of
surgery and one of the senior investigators of the study.
The research shows that DPPI
is critical for the recruitment of
inflammatory cells to the aortic
wall, and that these cells push the
inflammation from an acute
phase into a chronic phase. The
researchers suspect that this
chronic inflammation eventually
causes other enzymes to eat away
at the structural proteins of the
aorta, causing the vessel to balloon slowly and ultimately rupture in patients whose aortas are
greatly distended.
Abdominal aortic aneurysms

Murray appointed to
Loeb professorship
BY JIM DRYDEN

David J. Murray, M.D., has been
named the Carol B. and Jerome
T. Loeb Professor.
"We are grateful to Carol Loeb
and her late husband, Jerry, for establishing both an endowed professorship and a teaching fellows
program," Chancellor Mark S.
Wrighton said. "Their commitment to training and clinical excellence will greatly enhance our
education efforts at the School of
Medicine."
"This professorship recognizes
David Murray for his extraordinary clinical and medical skills,"
said Larry J. Shapiro, M.D., executive vice chancellor for medical affairs and
dean of the
School of Medicine. "Clinical
simulation has
become an integral part of
medical educaMurray
tion, and we
are very fortunate to have a national leader in
the field directing those efforts at
the School of Medicine."
Murray is a pediatric anesthesiologist and director of the Clinical
Simulation Center, a joint effort
involving the medical school and
its departments of Anesthesiology,
Pediatrics and Surgery, as well as
BJC HealthCare.
Murray came to the University
and St. Louis Children's Hospital
in 1995 from the University of
Iowa Hospitals and College of
Medicine. He and his colleagues at
Washington University have been
using simulators to help assess and
improve physician competence for
more than a decade, and most of
his current research involves using
simulation technology to improve
communication among members
of medical teams with the goal of
providing better diagnosis and
treatment.
According to Alex S. Evers,
M.D., the Henry Elliot Mallinckrodt Professor and head of the Department of Anesthesiology, the
Loeb Professorship will provide
needed support for the department's efforts to take advantage of
clinical simulation technologies to
train young physicians.
In the Simulation Center, those
students and residents are placed
into simulated scenarios that give

them experience dealing with
complicated or unusual situations
that they may face in clinical
practice.
Jerome Loeb was former
chairman of The May Department Stores Co. He joined the
company's Famous-Barr division
in 1964 and held several positions
both at the corporate office and
at Hecht's, a department store
based in Washington D.C. In
1981, he was named executive
vice president and chief financial
officer for the company, was
elected to the board of directors
in 1984, was promoted to president in 1993 and was named
chairman in 1998. He retired
from the company in 2001 and
died in 2004.
Carol Loeb earned a bachelor's degree in mathematics and
French from Mount Holyoke
College in 1963. She became a
mathematics teacher and tutor
and served on the Members'
Board of the Missouri Botanical
Garden. She also serves on the
board of trustees at the Saint
Louis Science Center, where she
and her husband established the
Loeb Prize, which provides annual cash prizes to excellent mathematics and science teachers in the
St. Louis area.
In addition to the professorship, the Loebs set up the Carol
B. and Jerome T. Loeb Teaching
Fellows Program, which appoints
fellows to two-year terms to focus
extra time on teaching medical
students and residents.
When the fellowship program
was initiated in 2004, the BarnesJewish Hospital Foundation recognized the Loebs' generosity
with its own gift to provide for
two additional teaching fellowships.
Currently, the Loeb Teaching
Fellows for the medical school are
Mary E. Klingensmith, M.D., associate professor of surgery and
director of the residency program
in general surgery, and Martin I.
Boyer, M.D., associate professor
of orthopaedic surgery and director of third- and fourth-year
musculoskeletal education.
The Barnes-Jewish Hospital
Teaching Fellows are Jane Loitman, M.D., assistant professor of
clinical neurology and director of
the Palliative Care Service; and
Elliot Efrem Abbey, M.D., professor of clinical medicine in medical oncology.

Scientists say they have identified a key enzyme
that triggers chronic inflammation in the aorta
and promotes the growth of aneurysms. Their
finding raises hopes for developing a drug that
could prevent small aneurysms from enlarging
to the point where surgery is necessary.

kill about 15,000 Americans each
year. The condition often goes
undiagnosed because small
aneurysms rarely cause symptoms. Typically, they are discovered by accident when patients
have an X-ray or ultrasound for
another medical concern.
If an aneurysm is small, doctors generally monitor it closely
and recommend surgery only if
its diameter grows larger than 5.5
centimeters (about 2 inches).
Eventually, 60 percent of patients
with small aneurysms will require
surgery, a procedure that costs
about $20,000. A drug treatment
that could help patients avoid the
risks and the high cost of major
surgery would be ideal, Thompson said.
In the current study, the researchers used an experimental
model in mice that mimics aortic

aneurysms in humans. They perfused the enzyme elastase into the
aortas of the mice, causing the aortic wall to dilate. Two weeks later,
the aortas of DPPI-deficient mice
had not enlarged much, while the
aortas of the normal mice had
nearly doubled in diameter.
When the investigators probed
further, they found high levels of
inflammatory cells in the ballooning aortas of the normal mice but
few such cells in the aortas of the
mice that lacked DPPI. "Without
DPPI, the inflammatory response
never really gets going, and the
mice don't develop aneurysms,"
said senior author Monica Pagano,
M.D., senior research technician in
the Department of Surgery.
Thompson's group became interested in DPPI several years ago
when their genetic studies revealed
the enzyme is elevated in tissues

from both human and mouse
aneurysms. The enzyme is found
in many cells, including neutrophils. Scientists had thought
that the primary role of this enzyme was to degrade proteins.
However, new research at the
University and elsewhere suggests
that its functions lie beyond its
degrading activity.
Christine Pham, M.D., assistant professor of medicine and
another senior author, developed
the DPPI-deficient mouse model
and showed that this enzyme
modulates many inflammatory
processes through the activation
of a cascade of enzymes.
The work exemplifies the type
of scientific collaboration that
leads to novel insights by melding
together the interests of two laboratories — one led by Thompson
that focuses on a clinical problem
and the other led by Pham that
centers on particular molecular
pathways of disease.
Smokers and people older
than 65 are most at risk for developing abdominal aortic aneurysms. Their incidence is expected
to rise dramatically in the next
decade as the baby-boomer generation ages. The current research
will play a critical role in developing new medical treatments for
aortic aneurysms in this generation of patients, the scientists say.

First Step in prevention High school senior Carol Weisman (left) and first-year medical student Jemila Joseph teach area high school students AIDS and HIV prevention at the Students
Teaching AIDS to Students (STATS) Wellness Day Feb. 24 at the Farrell Learning and Teaching
Center. The medical students worked with about 250 area high-schoolers in small groups. In addition, the high-schoolers talked with people living with AIDS and attended a play by Chicago's
HealthWorks Theatre about making important life choices and preventing HIV.

Medical school to close Health Administration Program in '08
In May 2008, the School of Medicine will discontinlue
i its Health Administration Program, which
awards a master of health administration (MHA)
degree.
Larry J. Shapiro, M.D., executive vice chancellor
for medical affairs and dean of the School of Medicine, and Stuart B. Boxerman, D.Sc, director of the
Health Administration Program, met with students
March 5 to announce the closure.
"All full-time students currently enrolled should
be able to complete their degree requirements and
receive their diplomas by May 2008," Shapiro told the
students. "This news is difficult, I know, but we are
committed to ensuring that our students will have
the opportunity to complete their graduate degree on
time."
Health Administration is one of the smaller degree-granting programs at the University. About 20
students will remain after the end of the current academic year.
The program has three full-time faculty members
and three staff employees. The program's other facul-

ty members have part-time adjunct appointments,
and most of them work in professional positions
with local employers.
Although there are more than 70 accredited MHA
programs in the country, only four are operated by
medical schools. The largest providers of health administration education are business and public
health schools. Many of those programs are offered
by public universities with lower tuition.
"The program has a proud tradition, and its faculty and staff have worked very hard to sustain it despite its small size, limited space and the trend away
from medical school-based programs," Shapiro said.
"Unfortunately, the program is largely dependent on
tuition revenues and is unlikely to generate the financial resources needed to move to the next level."
Boxerman, director of the program since 2001,
announced last year his plans to retire in June 2007.
Effective July 1, Ronald E. Gribbins, Ph.D., a member
of the health administration faculty for 30 years, will
serve as program director and guide it through the
transition.
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University Events
Izenberg explores formations of identity for Assembly Series
BY BARBARA REA

Of course we define ourselves — don't
we? Where do our notions of identity
originate? Are we free to choose our
own identities? How are they formed, and
how do they change over time?
Gerald N. Izenberg, Ph.D., professor of
history in Arts & Sciences, will examine the
complex notions of identity in a series of
programs beginning with the Assembly Series lecture at 11 a.m. March 21 in Graham
Chapel.
Expanding on this theme, he will give a
talk on "The Varieties of'We': Collective
Identities and their Conflicts" for The Center for the Humanities in Arts & Sciences,
for which he is a faculty fellow. The lecture
begins at noon March 23 in McDonnell
Hall, Room 162.
The final event, provided for Alumni &
Development Programs' Century Series,
will be on "What, If Anything, Does

Democracy Owe Identity?" at 5:30 p.m.
March 26 in Lab Sciences 300.
A scholarly interest in what psychologist
Erik Erikson termed "the identity crisis" led
Izenberg, an expert in European intellectual history
of the 19th and 20th centuries, to a subspecialty in
psychohistory. Psychohistory uses psychological
and psychoanalytical theories and methods to provide a more profound understanding of historical
personalities and events.
Izenberg
In his book, "Impossible Individuality: Romanticism, Revolution
and the Origins of Modern Selfhood," Izenberg added a psychological dimension to
the traditional examination of political, social and cultural developments to show how
four major figures — Karl Wilhelm
Friedrich Schlegel, Friedrich Daniel Ernst

Schleiermacher, William Wordsworth and
Francois-Rene de Chateaubriand — created
a modern concept of the self.
In "Modernism and Masculinity," Izenberg examined the role the modern concept
of masculinity played among leading European writers and artists of the modernist
revolution before World War I.
In these books, and in essays such as
"The Self in Question" in the journal Modern Intellectual History, Izenberg's investigation into the "self" has contributed significantly to this growing body of literature
and has placed him among the country's
most accomplished historians of the concept of self.
A three-time recipient of the University's
Teaching Award in the Humanities, given by
students, Izenberg was recognized with a
Distinguished Faculty Award in 1996.
Izenberg joined the University as associate professor in 1976 and became a professor in 1991. He helped create the Program

in Literature and History, which he co-directed from 1977-2004.
He earned a bachelor's degree from University College, University of Toronto in
1961 and master's and doctoral degrees
from Harvard University in 1962 and 1968,
respectively.
Additionally, he studied in Zurich,
Switzerland, and received a certificate in
psychoanalysis from the Boston Psychoanalytic Institute.
In 1995, Izenberg received a diploma
from the St. Louis Psychoanalytic Institute.
Since then, he has been active in the St.
Louis Institute, serving as president from
2003-05.
The Interdisciplinary Project in the Humanities in Arts & Sciences is sponsoring
the trio of talks.
The Assembly Series talk is free and
open to the public.
For more information, visit assemblyseries.wustl.edu.

"Deep Pockets' • The Dog as Model • 'Metals and Civilization'
"University Events" lists a portion of the
activities taking place March 8-28 at
Washington University. Visit the Web
for expanded calendars for the Danforth
Campus (calendar.wustl.edu) and the
School of Medicine (medschool
.wustl.edu/calendars.html).

Exhibits
"Reality Bites." Through April 29. Kemper
Art Museum. 935-4523.

Film
Wednesday, March 21
7 p.m. Japanese Film Series. "Mishima"
(1985). Paul Schrader, dir. Sponsored by
Asian & Near Eastern Languages & Literatures. Busch Hall, Rm. 100.
935-5110.

Thursday, March 22
7 p.m. African Film Festival. "My Lost
Home/Ma Maison Perdue" (2001), Kamal
El-Mahouti, dir., and "Daughter of Keltoum" (2001), Mehdi Charef, dir. Brown
Hall, Rm. 100. 935-7879.

Friday, March 23
7 p.m. African Film Festival. "Toi, Waguih/
You, Wagui" (2005), Namir Abdel Messeeh, dir., and "The Night of Truth/La Nuit
de la Verite" (2004), Fanta Regina Nacro,
dir. Brown Hall, Rm. 100. 935-7879.

Saturday, March 24
7 p.m. African Film Festival. "Whole: A
Trinity of Being" (2004), Shelley Barry, dir.,
and "U-Carmen Ekhayelitsha" (2005),
Mark Dornford-May, dir. Brown Hall, Rm.
100. 935-7879.

Sunday, March 25
7 p.m. African Film Festival. "Ousmane/
Dewanati" (2006), Dyana Gaye, dir., and
"A Child's Love Story/Un Amour d'Enfant"
(2004), Ben Diogaye Beye, dir. (Discussion with director follows film.) Brown
Hall, Rm. 100. 935-7879.

Lectures
Thursday, March 8
Noon. Genetics Seminar Series. "Genome
and Development at Single-cell Resolution: Automated Cell Lineaging and its
Applications in C. elegans." Zhirong Bao,
dept. of genome sciences, U. of Wash.
McDonnell Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm.
823.362-2139.
2:30 p.m. Center for Materials Innovation/
Mechanical & Aerospace Engineering
Seminar. "Biodegradable Nanocomposites." Pat Mather, assoc. prof, of
macromolecular science, Case Western
Reserve U. Cupples II Hall, Rm. 100.
935-6540.
3 p.m. Siteman Cancer Center Basic
Science Seminar Series. Stanley J.
Korsmeyer Memorial Lecture. Xiaodong
Wang, George L. MacGregor Distinguished Chair in Biomedical Science, U. of
Tx. Southwestern Medical Center. Eric P.
Newman Education Center. 434-7029.
4 p.m. Chemistry Seminar. "Computational
Design of Contraindicated Multifunctional
Materials." Nicola Spaldin, prof, of materials engineering, U. of Calif., Santa Barbara. McMillen Lab., Rm. 311. 935-6530.
4 p.m. Ophthalmology & Visual Sciences
Seminar. "How Structural Components of
the Lens Can Influence Development and
Protect Against Disease." A. Sue Menko,
prof, of pathology, anatomy & cell biology,
Thomas Jefferson U. Maternity Bldg.,
Rm. 725.362-3315.
6:15 p.m. Germanic Languages & Literatures Lecture. "Deep Pockets: The

Economics and Poetics of Excess in
Adelbert von Chamisso's 'Peter Schlemihl.'" Richard Gray, Byron W. and Alice
L. Lockwood Professor of Germanics,
U. of Wash. Co-sponsored by Comparative Literature and the 18th Century
Interdisciplinary Salon. Duncker Hall,
Rm. 201, Hurst Lounge. 935-5106.
6:30 p.m. Kemper Art Museum Lecture.
"The Past is Always With Us: German
National Identities in Post-Wall Berlin."
Olaf Kuhlke, asst. prof, of geography, U.
of Minn., Duluth. For location:
935-4523.

Friday, March 9
7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Gastroenterology
"Galaxy of Gastroenterology" CME
Course. "Topics in Gastroenterology for
the Specialist and Primary Care Physician." (Continues 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
March 10.) Cost: $300, $225 for allied
health professionals. The Ritz-Carlton,
St. Louis, 100 Carondelet Plaza. To register: 362-6891.
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds.
"Mental Retardation Update: A Genetics
and Genomic Medicine Primer for the
21st Century." Tyler Reimschisel, asst.
prof, of pediatrics. Clopton Aud., 4950
Children's Place. 454-6006.
11 a.m. Boeing Center for Technology,
Information, and Manufacturing Operations and Manufacturing Management
Seminar. "Delegation vs. Control of
Component Procurement." Feryal Erhun,
asst. prof, of management science &
engineering, Stanford U. Simon Hall,
Rm. 241. 935-5577.

fellow in genetics, Erasmus Medical
Center, the Netherlands. McDonnell
Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm. 426. 3626812.
2:30 p.m. Energy, Environmental and
Chemical Engineering Seminar Series.
Jenny Jay, asst. prof, of civil & environmental engineering, U. of Calif., Los
Angeles. Lopata Hall, Rm. 101. 935-5548.

Saturday, March 10
7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Transplant CME Course.
"Solid Organ Transplant." Cost: $100.
Eric P. Newman Education Center. To register: 362-6891.

Noon. Genetics Seminar Series. "Deciphering Information Encoded in Dark
Matter of the Human Genome." Xiaohui
Xie, Broad Inst., Mass. Inst. of Technology
and Harvard U. McDonnell Medical
Sciences Bldg., Rm. 823. 362-2139.
4 p.m. Ophthalmology & Visual Sciences
Seminar. "The Transcriptional Regulatory
Networks of Mammalian Photoreceptors."
Joseph Corbo, asst. prof, of pathology &
immunology. Maternity Bldg., Rm. 725.
362-3315.

Friday, March 16

8 a.m.-5:15 p.m. Program in Physical
Therapy Course. "Anatomy and Orthopedic Management of the Shoulder and
Knee: From the Lab to the Clinic." Cost:
$90, $25 for students. 4444 Forest Park
Blvd., Lower Lvl., Rm. B112. 286-1400.

7:30 a.m.-5:05 p.m. Renal Pathology CME
Course. "Renal Biopsy Interpretation:
Controversies and Challenges." Cost:
$200 for physicians, $120 for residents &
fellows. Eric P. Newman Education Center.
To register: 362-6891.

10 a.m. Saturday Science Lecture Series.
"From Astrolabe to Quantum Computer:
Science and Computing." Michael C.
Ogilvie, Ph.D., professor of physics. Crow
Hall, Rm. 201.935-6276

9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds. "Zinc
Deficiency in Infants and Children: When,
Why and So What?" Nancy Krebs, prof, of
pediatrics, U. of Colo. Clopton Aud., 4950
Children's Place. 454-6006.

Monday, March 12

11 a.m. Energy, Environmental & Chemical Engineering. Rohit Pappu, asst.
prof, of biomedical engineering. Lopata
Hall, Rm. 101.935-5548.

8 a.m.-5 p.m. St. Louis STD/HIV Prevention Training Center CME Course. "STD
Intensive." (Continues 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
March 13 & 14.) Cost: $125. For location
and to register: 747-1522.
4 p.m. Immunology Research Seminar
Series. "Mechanism of Adhesion- and
Integrin-dependent Reactive Oxygen
Species (ROS) Generation in Innate and
Adaptive Immunity." Wojciech Swat, asst.
prof, of pathology & immunology. Farrell
Learning & Teaching Center, Connor Aud.
362-2763.

11 a.m. Computer Science & Engineering Colloquium. "Attack of the
Killer Game Machines." Sanjay Patel,
assoc. prof, of electrical and computer
engineering, U. of III. Cupples II Hall,
Rm. 217. 935-6165.

Tuesday, March 13

Noon. Cell Biology & Physiology Seminar. "Mouse Models of Nucelotide Excision DNA Repair Disorders: From Interallelic Complementation to Dietary Restriction." James Mitchell, postdoctoral

Noon. Molecular Microbiology & Microbial Pathogenesis Seminar Series. "Role
of Yersinia Yops in Animal Infection Models." Joan Mecsas, asst. prof, of molecular biology & microbiology. Cori Aud.,
4565 McKinleyAve. 747-1029.
Noon. Program in Physical Therapy
Research Seminar. "Measuring and
Managing Excessive Stresses and Strains
in the Neuropathic Foot to Reduce Skin
Breakdown." Michael Mueller, assoc. prof,
of physical therapy. 4444 Forest Park
Blvd., Lower Lvl., Rm. B108. 286-1404.
1 p.m. K12 Multidisciplinary Clinical
Research Career Development Program
Seminar. "The Applications of Microarray
Technology to Expression and Genotyping
at Wash U." Seth Crosby, research asst.
prof, of genetics. Center for Clinical
Research Training, Conf. Rm. 1.
454-8960.
4 p.m. Chemistry Seminar. "Bifunctional
DNA and Protein Alkylation by 1, 2, 3, 4Diepoxybutane (DEB)." Natalia Tretyakova, assoc. prof, of medicinal chemistry,
U. of Minn. McMillen Lab., Rm. 311.
935-6530.
5:30 p.m. Biochemistry & Molecular
Biophysics Seminar. "Progress Towards
Ion Channel Biosensors: Bacterial Cyclic
Nucleotide Gated Ion Channels." Joshua
Maurer, asst. prof, of chemistry. Cori Aud.
4565 McKinleyAve. 362-4152.

Wednesday, March 14
Camaval! Performers dance the zapateado, a Mexican dance with Spanish roots, accompanied
by mariachi music at Camaval 2007 March 2-3 at Edison Theatre. Zapateado — from the Spanish
word for "shoe" — features swift rhythms pounded out by boots, along with graceful skirt movements. Camaval, which celebrates life, spotlighted the culture of Latin America through song and
dance. The 8th annual cultural production featured more than 150 participants and was sponsored by the Association of Latin American Students.

Thursday, March 15

Noon. Mallinckrodt Inst. of Radiology
Lecture. Annual Daniel R. Biello Memorial
Lecture. "The Evolution of PET/CT: A Path
of No Return." David Townsend, prof. &
dir., cancer imaging and tracer development research program, U. of Tenn.,
Knoxville. Scarpellino Aud., 510 S.
Kingshighway Blvd. 362-2866.

Noon. Cell Biology & Physiology Seminar.
"The Intricate Choreography of Vaccinia
Virus Replication and Morphogenesis."
Paula Traktman, prof, and chair of microbiology & molecular genetics, Medical
College of Wise. McDonnell Medical
Sciences Bldg., Rm. 426. 362-1081.

Saturday, March 17
10 a.m. Saturday Science Lecture Series.
"The Development of MRI." John S. Rigdon, Ph.D., adjunct professor of physics.
Crow Hall, Rm. 201.935-6276

Monday, March 19
4 p.m. Immunology Research Seminar
Series. "Coreceptors and Endogenous
Peptides in T Cell Antigen Recognition:
Visualization Using FRET Microscopy."
Nicholas Cascoigne, prof, of immunology,
Scripps Research Inst. Farrell Learning &
Teaching Center, Connor Aud. 362-2763.

Tuesday, March 20
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Center for the Application of Information Technology Twoday Workshop. "Consulting Skills for the
IT Professional." (Continues 8:30 a.m.-4
p.m. March 21.) Cost: $1,210; reduced
fees available for CAIT member organizations. CAIT, 5 N. Jackson Ave. To register:
935-4444.
Noon. Molecular Microbiology & Microbial
Pathogenesis Seminar Series. "Bugs,
Drugs, and Microarrays." Joe DeRisi,
assoc. prof, of biochemistry, U. of Calif.,
San Francisco. Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley
Ave. 286-1124.
1 p.m. K12 Multidisciplinary Clinical
Research Career Development Program
Seminar. Shanti Parikh, asst. prof, of
anthropology. Center for Clinical Research
Training, Conf. Rm. 1. 454-8960.

Wednesday, March 21
4 p.m. Biochemistry & Molecular
Biophysics Seminar. "Structural
Mechanisms of Initiating DNA
Replication." James Berger, prof, of biochemistry & molecular biology, U. of
Calif., Berkeley. Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley
Ave. 362-4152.
7 p.m. Jewish, Islamic & Near Eastern
Studies Lecture. Adam Cherrick Lecture
in Jewish Studies. "Making a Home in
the Diaspora: Judaism and the Neighborhood." Elisheva Fonrobert, assoc. prof, of
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African films screened at festival

Relay For Life Despite a low temperature that reached 19 degrees, the annual Relay For Life
all-night walk around Bushyhead Track at Francis Field drew more than 2,000 participants March 3
to raise money for the American Cancer Society. Between laps, the warmly dressed participants
got a bite to eat and took shelter inside tents. The national, overnight team event is designed to
celebrate cancer survivorship and raise money for cancer research and programs. The WUSTL
event raised more money than any other college participant in the nation, with more than
$288,668.

Renfrew expands understanding of cognitive archaeology
BY MARY KASTENS

Lord Colin Renfrew, an influential and innovative archaeologist for more than three
decades, will present this year's
John and Penelope Biggs Lecture
in the Classics as part of the Assembly Series at 4 p.m. March 22
in Graham Chapel. Titled "Becoming Human: The Cognitive
Archaeology of Humankind," the
talk is free and open to the public.
Renfrew's groundbreaking research has provoked theoretical
debate on archaeological methods
and interpretation. He is internationally renowned for his contributions to archaeological science,
including his work on radiocarbon dating, European prehistory,
the origins of language, and DNA
and archaeogenetics.
In the 1980s, he was a pioneer

religious studies, Stanford U. (Kosher
reception follows.) Anheuser-Busch Hall,
Rm. 204. 935-8567.
7:30 p.m. Energy, Environmental &
Chemical Engineering Seminar.
"Navigating Clear Waters: Providing
Sustainable Drinking Water & Sanitation
Across the Globe." Craig Adams, John
and Susan Mathes Professor of Civil,
Architectural and Environmental Engineering, U. of Mo., Rolla. St. Louis Zoo.
935-5548.

Thursday, March 22
8:15-10:30 a.m. Center for the Application
of Information Technology Executive and
Management Forum. "Endpoint Security:
Protecting Networks from Mobile Endusers." David Strom, author. Eric P.
Newman Education Center. To register
935-4444.
Noon. Genetics Seminar Series. "The Dog
(and Fox) as a Model for the Genetics of
Complex Phenotypes: Morphology,
Behavior and Disease." K. Gordon Lark,
dept. of biology, U. of Utah. McDonnell
Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm. 823.
362-2139.
4 p.m. Chemistry Seminar. "Carbohydrate
Conjugates in Medicinal Inorganic
Chemistry." Chris Orvig, prof, of chemistry, U. of British Columbia. McMillen
Lab., Rm. 311.935-6530.
4 p.m. Ophthalmology & Visual Sciences
Seminar. "Ocular Carbonic Anhydrases:
Why So Many for Such a Simple Reaction, and Which Do Our Drugs Target?"
William Sly, James B. and Joan C. Professor of Biochemistry & Molecular
Biology, St. Louis U. Maternity Bldg.,
Rm. 725. 362-3315.
6:30 p.m. Kemper Art Museum Lecture.
"International Art Galleries — Post-war to
Post-millennium: From living Room' to
'White Cube,' from 'White Cube' to 'Art
Adventure.'" Uta Grosenick, author.
Kemper Art Museum. 935-4523.

Friday, March 23
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds. Donald
Thurston Memorial Lecture. "Time to
Change the Channel: How Coevolutionary
Arms Races Lead to Tetrodotoxin Resistance in Snakes." Edmond Brodie III, prof,
of biology, U. of Va. Clopton Aud., 4950
Children's Place. 454-6006.
11 a.m. Energy, Environmental & Chem' ical Engineering Seminar. Joan Rose,

in the development of social archaeology, which focuses on the
dynamics of past social relationships and their role in archaeological interpretation. He has
dedicated himself to preventing looting of
archaeological
sites and raising
awareness of the
ethical aspects
of his profession.
Renfrew
Among his
major works are "Archaeology and
Language: The Puzzle of Indo-European Origins" (1987); "Loot, Legitimacy and Ownership: The Ethical Crisis in Archaeology" (2000);
and "Figuring It Out: The Parallel
Visions of Artists and Archaeologists" (2003).
AEESP distinguished lecturer. Lopata Hall,
Rm. 101.935-5548.
1-5:45 p.m. Geriatrics CME Course.
"Geriatrics in Primary Care Medicine."
Cost: $95. Eric P. Newman Education
Center. To register: 362-6891.

He was educated in England at
the University of Cambridge,
where he earned a doctorate in
1965 and a doctor of science degree in 1976. He taught prehistory
and archaeology at the universities
of Sheffield and Southampton.
In 1981, he was appointed to
the Disney Professorship of Archaeology at the University of
Cambridge, a position he held
until he retired in 2004.
For nearly 15 years, he served
as director of the McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research
at Cambridge, where he is a fellow.
Renfrew has received many
honors, including the prestigious
Balzan Prize in prehistoric archaeology.
For more information, call
935-4620 or visit assemblyseries
.wustl.edu.
and Disposition: Characterization of
Transporters Important in Uptake/
Elimination." Leslie Benet, prof, of biopharmaceutical sciences and pharmaceutical chemistry, U. of Calif., San Francisco. Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley Ave.
362-4152.

Saturday, March 24
10 a.m. Saturday Science Lecture Series.
"Metals and Civilization." Kenneth F.
Kelton, Ph.D., Arthur Holly Compton
Professor in Arts & Sciences, prof, of
physics and of metallurgy and materials
science. Crow Hall, Rm. 201. 935-6276

Monday, March 26
11:45 a.m. Infectious Diseases Lecture.
"HIV/TV Co-infection: Challenges and
Strategies." Barbara Seaworth, assoc.
prof, of medicine, U. of Tx., Tyler. BarnesJewish Hosp. Bldg., Steinberg
Amphitheatre. 454-8276.
4 p.m. Immunology Research Seminar
Series. "T Cell Homeostasis." Stephen
Jameson, prof, of lab medicine & pathology, U. of Minn. Farrell Learning &
Teaching Center, Connor Aud. 362-2763.

Tuesday, March 27
Noon. Molecular Microbiology & Microbial Pathogenesis Seminar Series.
"Autophagy, Innate Immunity, and Microbial Countermeasures." Beth Levine, prof,
of internal medicine & infectious diseases, U. of Calif., San Francisco. Cori
Aud. 4565 McKinley Ave. 362-2689.

Sports
Saturday, March 10
10 a.m. Men's tennis vs. DePauw U. Tao
Tennis Center. 935-4705.
10 a.m. Women's tennis vs. DePauw U.
Tao Tennis Center. 935-4705.
Noon. Baseball vs. Milwaukee School of
Engineering. Kelly Field. 935-4705.

Sunday, March 11
11 a.m. Baseball vs. Milwaukee School of
Engineering. Kelly Field. 935-4705.

Friday, March 23

2007-08 parking permit prices set
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR

Parking and Transportation Services has announced Danforth
Campus parking permit fees for
the 2007-08 school year. These
fees take effect July 1.
Parking-pass fees for the year
will be:
• Red: $898
• Yellow, blue and brown: $400
• Official business: $390
• Red evening, yellow evening,
student summer (2007) and offsite: $93
North Campus parking permit

fees will be $211.
Daily and monthly parking
fees remain the same at $5 and
$100, respectively.
The Parking and Transportation Advisory Committee reviewed and supports all increases.
Annual parking permits are
valid July 1,2007, through June
30, 2008, and may be purchased
from 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. weekdays
at North Campus, 700 Rosedale
Ave. In addition, most annual
permits are available online.
For more information, visit
parking.wustl.edu.

2 p.m. Baseball vs. Clarke College. Kelly
Field. 935-4705.
Volume 31, Number 25

Saturday, March 24
10 a.m. Men's tennis vs. Carthage
College. Forest Park, Dwight Davis
Tennis Center. 935-4705.
10 a.m. Women's tennis vs. Carthage
College. Forest Park, Dwight Davis
Tennis Center. 935-4705.

Wednesday, March 28

1 p.m. Men's tennis vs. Graceland U. Tao
Tennis Center. 935-4705.

Noon. Baseball vs. Elmhurst College.
Kelly Field. 935-4705.

Sunday, March 25

4 p.m. Biochemistry & Molecular
Biophysics Seminar. "Drug Absorption

Egypt/France, French and Arabic
with English subtitles. The story
of a relationship between a
screenwriter son and his father,
told through the silence of the
father's feelings about his political life.
"The Night of Truth/La Nuit
de la Ventd" (2004); by Fanta
Regina Nacro; Burkina Faso;
Dioula, French and More with
English subtitles. Mirroring the
political strife and genocide in
contemporary sub-Saharan
Africa, preparations are made to
end a decade of civil war in a fictitious country. The first feature
film by a woman filmmaker from
Burkina Faso, the film explores
reconciliation and forgiveness.
• March 24: "Whole: A Trinity
of Being" (2004), by Shelley Barry,
South Africa. Three experimental
shorts that deal with sexuality, visibility and voice from the perspective of a wheelchair user who
turns the camera on herself to celebrate love and survival.
"U-Carmen Ekhayelitsha"
(2005), by Mark Dornford-May,
South Africa, Xhosa with English
subtitles. George Bizet's 19th-century opera "Carmen" is re-imagined in a world of pool halls, bars
and courtyards in a sprawling
South African shantytown. Featuring the internationally acclaimed theater company Dimpho Di Kopane, this mesmerizing
story of love, jealousy and revenge forces us to question society's standards of beauty.
• March 25: "Ousmane/Dewanati" (2006), by Dyana Gaye,
Senegal/France, Wolof with English subtitles. Ousmane, a 7 year
old who begs in the streets of
Dakar, Senegal, decides to write
a letter to Santa Claus.
"A Child's Love Story/Un
Amour d'Enfant" (2004), by Ben
Diogaye Beye, Senegal, Wolof and
French with English subtitles. A
touching coming-of-age story of
innocent love between children in
Senegal set against the background of a traditional class system and economic upheaval. A
talk with the filmmaker follows.
For more information, call
935-7879, visit wupa.wustl.edu/
africanfilm or e-mail wtoliver@
artsci.wustl.edu.

All Day. Track & Field WUSTL Mini Meet.
Francis Field. 935-4705.

Noon. Program in Physical Therapy
Research Seminar. "Giving a Dementia
Diagnosis to Families: What Happens, and
then What Happens." Brian Carpenter,
asst. prof, of psychology. 4444 Forest
Park Blvd., Lower Lvl., Rm. B108.
286-1404.

Noon. Molecular Microbiology & Microbial Pathogenesis Seminar Series.
"Triggering & Regulation of Innate Intestinal Immunal Response by Shigella."
Phillip Sansonetti, prof., Pasteur and
head, Unite de Pathogenie Microbienne
MolEculaire Biologie Cellulaire et
Infection, Pasteur Inst. of Paris. Cori
Aud., 4565 McKinley Ave. 362-8873.

Four feature films and four short
films from six different African
nations are part of the African
Film Festival March 22-25. In
addition, Ben Diogaye Beye, director of "A Child's Love Story/Un
Amour d'Enfant," will be on hand
for a discussion following his film's
screening March 25.
The festival is free and open to
the public, with each screening
beginning at 7 p.m. in Brown
Hall, Room 100. The event is
sponsored on campus by the
African Students Association, the
College of Arts 8c Sciences, and
African & African American Studies and Film and Media Studies,
both in Arts 8c Sciences.
"In Africa, filmmaking can be
viewed as an offshoot from its
oral storytelling traditions," said
Pier Marton, senior lecturer in
Film and Media Studies. "Thus,
even if the means of production
or the pacing are at times very
different from what we are used
to, the great narrative skills often
produce a most inspirational and
entertaining cinema."
This is the second year the
University has hosted the festival.
"When we launched the festival
last year, we had no idea what to
expect, but the reception was overwhelming," said Wilmetta ToliverDiallo, Ph.D., an assistant dean in
the College of Arts & Sciences and
organizer of the festival.
Each evening offers a short
film, followed by a feature.
• March 22: "My Lost Home/
Ma Maison Perdue" (2001) by
Kamal El-Mahouti, Morocco/
France, French and Arabic with
English subtitles. The filmmaker
recounts his childhood memories
in the wake of the destruction of
a French housing project, exploring the complexly intertwined
history of France and Morocco
through the eyes of Moroccan immigrants living in France.
"Daughter of Keltoum" (2001),
by Mehdi Charef, Algeria, Arabic
with English subtitles. A young
woman raised in Switzerland travels to an isolated and barren Berber settlement in Algeria's rocky
Atlas Mountains in a desperate
search for her biological mother.
• March 23, "Toi, Waguih"
(2005), by Namir Abdel Messeeh,

1 p.m. Women's tennis vs. Graceland U.
Forest Park, Dwight Davis Tennis Center.
935-4705.

Tuesday, March 27
1 p.m. Baseball vs. Maryville U. Kelly
Field. 935-4705.
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Russert
Speaker is among most
a warded reporters
- from Page 1

POWder-pilff handball (From left) School of Law third-year students Rebekah Henn and Olivia
Bradbury try to block second-year law student Ele Forbes in the first annual all-women 2L vs. 3L
powder-puff handball match March 2 at Mudd Field. Forbes and Barbie Burdette captained the
second-year (2L) team — which dressed in pink — called "Ele and the St. Lunapinks." Henn and
Jessica Stoney captained the third-year (3L) team — dressed in green — called "Team Awesome,"
which won the friendly game, 4-3, in sudden-death overtime.

Danforth Campus construction plans outlined
BY ANDY CLENDENNEN

When author Leo Aikman
uttered the words "The shortest distance between two points is
under construction," he very well
could have been talking about the
Danforth Campus.
He wasn't, but when one takes
into account the recently completed construction projects, the
projects now underway and the
projects slated to begin soon, it
sort of makes sense.
There are four major construction projects on the Danforth
Campus right now: the Central
Underground Parking Garage,
University Center, Social Sciences/Law building and Steinberg
Hall renovation.
The Underground Parking
Garage will add 535 parking
places on three underground levels. The lower two levels will be
open this fall, but the uppermost
level will not be ready for parking
because the University Center
construction will have started.
University Center is slated to be
built on top of the garage and is
scheduled to be completed by July
2008.
The Social Sciences/Law building is expected to be complete by
June 2008 and should be ready for
occupancy by fall 2008.

Program
Faculty associa tes
enhance student life
- from Page 1
last 10 years from their interactions with one another.
"It has been awesome to be a
witness to the impact of the program and to celebrate this important milestone," Stratton added.
"This University initiative has certainly become a part of the fabric
of the culture in our residential
colleges. We all look forward to
the next 10 years."
Faculty associates volunteer to
work with resident advisors and
about 50 first-year students living
on one floor of a residential college. Though faculty associates do
not live in the residence halls, the
program helps integrate them
into the life of the floor by allowing them to share interests, both
academic and extracurricular,
with the residents. Associates receive meal-card credit and a small

Steinberg Hall's renovation also
is on the fast track, as the auditorium will be ready for use this fall.
But those projects barely
scratch the surface of what's to
come. In upcoming months, additions, renovations and construction to roadways and walkways
will abound.
The temporary parking lot just
north of Simon Hall will be removed immediately after Commencement, and by fall, the area
will be green space as it was before
the lot was installed.
In May, construction will begin
on a residence hall east of Millbrook Square Apartments at the
corner of Throop Drive and Forest
Park Parkway, adding about 152
beds in apartment-style living
mainly for upperdassmen. This is
a continuation of the ongoing goal
of renovating or replacing the residence halls during the next four to
five years.
In terms of renovation, both
Goldfarb Hall and Mudd/Park
Residential College are undergoing
upgrades. Goldfarb — home of
the George Warren Brown School
of Social Work — will have its
lobby renovation completed this
summer. When finished, Goldfarb
Hall will have a main front door as
well as a much-needed community
space.

Renovations to Mudd/Park
will add 57 beds to Park Residence Hall. When this renovation
is done, the buildings will be similar to the newer residential college-model residence halls.
The University recently acquired a building at 560 Trinity
Ave., tentatively called the 560
Building. During the summer, the
building will be developed as additional space for the Department
of Music and the Performing Arts
Department, both in Arts & Sciences. The building houses the
1,115-seat E. Desmond Lee Concert Hall — larger than anything
on campus.
In terms of roadwork, a rightturn lane from Forsyth Boulevard
onto Skinker Boulevard will be
added, the crosswalk on Forsyth
by Mallinckrodt Student Center
will be improved and the intersection of Skinker and Lindell
Boulevard will be redone this
summer to provide optimal views
of the campus and Brookings Hall
for those heading west on Lindell.
Additionally, the pedestrian
bridge over Forest Park Parkway
will be completed so it will be
both functional and aesthetic. Attempts to minimize impact include doing most of the work at
night, although pedestrians may
be re-routed temporarily.

expense budget for programs.
These faculty enhance the undergraduate experience for residents. In turn, the faculty associates benefit from informal feedback from students, which increases effectiveness in the classroom.
"Like many faculty associates
in the program, I would say it accomplishes a mutual respect between students and faculty," said
Daniel Shea, Ph.D., emeritus professor of English in Arts 8c Sciences and a faculty associate in
The Village. "Students who've juggled flaming batons at an outdoor
talent show, sat down to play brilliant impromptu piano after a
dinner at our house or written
from India about service projects
far from South 40 amenities have
a large, lively, even compelling
profile for me in a way that term
papers alone do not. And when
students notice a faculty member
eating and thinking at the same
time, it may suggest that inquiry
and wonder can be part of a person's life long after graduation."
For more information, call
935-7576 or visit reslife.wustl.edu.

Housing
First-time home-buyers
to receive counseling
- from Page 1
hoods of Skinker-DeBaliviere,
Forest Park Southeast and portions of northeast University
City.
DeBaliviere Place is bounded
west by DeBaliviere Avenue,
north by Delmar Boulevard,
east by Union Boulevard and
south by Forest Park Parkway.
The West End area is bounded west by Hodiamont Avenue;
north by the MetroLink rightof-way, West Cabanne Place and
Cabanne Avenue; east by Belt
Avenue; and south by Delmar
Boulevard.
• First-time home-buyers
must participate in a homebuying counseling program selected by the program administrator.
For more information, visit
eahp.wustl.edu.

election results, as one of the
"100 Most Memorable TV Moments" in history. The Washington Post credits him with coining
the phrases "red state" and "blue
state" to explain the nation's political divide.
In 2005, he received an Emmy
for his role in President Reagan's
funeral coverage. He won the
Radio & Television Correspondents' Association's highest
honor, the Joan S. Barone Award,
as well as the Annenberg Center's
Walter Cronkite Award for Excellence in Television Political Journalism for his 2000 election interviews with Bush and Al Gore
on "Meet the Press."
Russert received a 2001 Edward R. Murrow Award for Overall Excellence in Television Journalism for his March 2000 interview with Sen. John McCain.
Other awards he has received
include the John Peter Zenger
Award, the American Legion
Journalism Award, the Veterans
of Foreign Wars News Media
Award, the Congressional Medal
of Honor Society Journalism
Award, the Allen H. Neuharth
Award for Excellence in Journalism, the David Brinkley Award
for Excellence in Communication, the Catholic Academy for
Communication Arts Professionals' Gabriel Award and the Golden Plate Award of the Academy of
Achievement.
He is the author of two New
York Times No. 1 best sellers —
"Big Russ & Me: Father and Son:
Lessons of Life" (2004) and "Wis-

Link
Next step: Look at
gene and variants
- from Page 1
example might be pictures of a
child holding a vase, the vase broken to bits on the floor and the
child crying. The person taking
the test would have to put those
pictures into an order that tells
the story of how the child
dropped the vase and broke it
and then cried."
The researchers studied DNA
gathered as part of the National
Institutes of Health-funded Collaborative Study on the Genetics
of Alcoholism. In this multicenter
study, people who have been
treated for alcohol dependence
and members of their families
provide DNA samples to researchers, who are isolating DNA
regions related to alcohol abuse
and dependence as well as a variety of other outcomes.
Some of the participants in
the study also took the Wechsler
Adult Intelligence Scale-Revised,
a traditional IQ test. In all, members of 200 families, including
more than 2,150 individuals, took
the Wechsler test, and those results were matched to differences
in individuals' DNA.
By comparing individual differences embedded in DNA, the
team zeroed in on CHRM2, the
neuronal receptor gene on chromosome 7. The CHRM2 gene activates a multitude of signaling
pathways in the brain involved in
learning, memory and other
higher brain functions. The research team doesn't yet understand how the gene exerts its effects on intelligence.
Intelligence was one of the
first traits that attracted the attention of people interested in the
interplay of genes and environmental influences. Early studies of
adopted children, for example,
showed that when children grow
up away from their biological

dom of Our Fathers: Lessons and
Letters from Daughters and Sons"
(2006).
Russert, who was inducted
into the Broadcasting & Cable
Hall of Fame, is a trustee of the
Freedom Forum's Newseum and
on the board of directors of the
Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater
Washington and America's
Promise - The Alliance for Youth.
He has received 43 honorary
doctorate degrees from American
colleges and universities and has
lectured at the Kennedy, Johnson,
Nixon and Reagan presidential libraries.
In 1995, the National Father's
Day Council named him Father
of the Year, Parents magazine
honored him as Dream Dad in
1998 and, in 2001, the National
Fatherhood Initiative also recognized him as Father of the Year.
Irish America Magazine
named him one of the Top 100
Irish Americans in the country,
and he was selected as a fellow of
the Commission of the European
Communities.
Russert, who was born in Buffalo, N.Y., May 7, 1950, earned a
bachelor's degree from John Carroll University and graduated
with honors from Cleveland-Marshall College of Law. He is a
member of the bar in New York
and the District of Columbia.
Before joining NBC News,
Russert observed the inner workings of the executive and legislative branches of government as a
counselor in the New York governor's office in Albany in 1983-84
and as a special counsel in the
U.S. Senate from 1977-1982.
Russert is married to Maureen
Orth, a writer for Vanity Fair
magazine. They live in Washington, D.C., and have a son, Luke,
who is a student at Boston College.
parents, their IQs are more closely correlated to biological parents,
with whom they share genes,
than to adoptive parents, with
whom they share an environment.
In spite of the association between genes and intelligence, it
has been difficult to find specific
variations that influence intelligence. The genes identified in the
past were those that had profoundly negative effects on intelligence — genes that cause mental retardation, for example.
Those that contribute to less dramatic differences have been much
harder to isolate.
Dick's team is not the first to
notice a link between intelligence
and the CHRM2 gene. In 2003, a
group in Minnesota looked at a
single marker in the gene and
noted that the variation was related to an increase in IQ.
A more recent Dutch study
looked at three regions of DNA
along the gene and also noticed
influences on intelligence.
In this new study, however, researchers tested multiple genetic
markers throughout the gene.
"If we look at a single marker,
a DNA variation might influence
IQ scores between two and four
points, depending on which variant a person carries," Dick said.
"We did that all up and down the
gene and found that the variations had cumulative effects, so
that if one person had all of the
'good' variations and another all
of the 'bad' variations, the difference in IQ might be 15 to 20
points.
"Unfortunately, the numbers
of people at those extremes were
so small that the finding isn't statistically significant, but the point
is we saw fairly substantial differences in our sample when we
combined information across
multiple regions of the gene,"
Dick added.
Dick said the next step is to
look at the gene and its numerous variants to learn what is
going on biologically that might
affect cognitive performance.
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Notables
For the Record
Of note

Fill 'fit lip Freshman Jared Burkowitz watches as Mark Hartmann tops off fluids in Burkowitz's
car. Parking and Transportation Services and University Police, in partnership with Hartmann's
Towing, sponsored a free travelers' vehicle inspection service to students, faculty and staff March
3 in the parking lot outside the police department office on the South 40. Staff checked tire pressure, fluid levels, wipers, and headlights and taillights. Local businesses donated oil and windshield washer fluid to top off fluids. More than 60 vehicles were inspected. Attendance at the
event was down from years past due to extremely cold temperatures.

Enterprise Rent-A-Car Institute
created at Danforth Plant Center
The Donald Danforth Plant
Science Center has received a
$25 million gift from Jack
and Susan Taylor to create the
Enterprise Rent-A-Car Institute
for Renewable Fuels.
The Institute is named for the
company founded by Jack Taylor
in 1957 and stilll owned by the
Taylor family.
The Enterprise Rent-A-Car Institute will expand the scientific
expertise of the Danforth Center
to speed up development of
plant-based renewable biofuels.
Such fuels are expected to decrease the level of greenhouse
gases in the atmosphere and reduce dependence on finite fossil
fuels in future years.
Roger N. Beachy, Ph.D., professor of biology in Arts & Sci-

ences, is president of the center,
located at 975 N. Warson Road.
The Danforth Center is the
product of a unique and innovative alliance joining Washington
University, the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, the
Missouri Botanical Garden, the
University of Missouri-Columbia, Monsanto Company, and
Purdue University.
Founded in 1998, the Donald
Danforth Plant Science Center is
a not-for-profit research institute
with a global vision to improve
the human condition.
As a hub for regional plant
science collaboration, the Danforth Center teams with scientists at businesses and research
institutions to undertake research initiatives.

Piano sale benefits music
Tickle the ivories and help the
Department of Music in Arts
& Sciences.
Pianos from the music department are on sale via private
appointment and at a public
sale from noon-5 p.m. March 18
in Blewett Hall.
Private appointments may be
arranged by calling 935-4500.
The well-maintained pianos
are being offered to the University community at reduced
prices before being offered to
the general public.
Brand names include Stein-

way, Baldwin, Boston, Essex,
Hamilton, Kawai, Yamaha and
Wurlitzer. Some are less than 1
year old and carry a 10-year
warranty; financing and delivery are available.
The pianos are part of a
loan program through which
manufacturers provide pianos
to the music department to
supplement the pianos the department owns.
Proceeds benefit the loan
program.
For more information, call
935-4500.

Chilson memorial service March 19
A memorial service will be held
for Oscar Chilson, Ph.D.,
adjunct instructor and professor
emeritus of biology in Arts &
Sciences, at 4 p.m. March 19
in the Ann W. Olin Women's
Building.
Chilson died Wednesday, Nov.
22, 2006, after a brief illness. He
was 73.
Chilson joined the Department of Biology in 1965 and

chaired the department twice
during his tenure.
He retired from full-time
teaching in 2003 but remained
active in the department, continuing to teach summer school
courses.
The service will celebrate Chilson and recognize his contributions to the biology department,
the University, the scientific community and the area.

Notables policy
To submit Notables for publication in the Record, e-mail
items to Andy Clendennen at
andyc@wustl.edu or fax to
935-4259.

Yoram Rudy, Ph.D., the Fred
Saigh Distinguished Professor of
Engineering and Director of the
Cardiac Bioelectricity and Arrhythmia Center delivered in June,
2006, two keynote presentations
describing his work on noninvasive electrocardiographic imaging
at the annual meetings of the International Society for Heart Research (Manchester, United Kingdom) and the International
Congress on Electrocardiology
(Cologne, Germany). Rudy also
delivered an invited presentation
at Cardiostim — World Congress
in Cardiac Electrophysiology and
Cardiac Techniques (Nice, France)
on the role of potassium ion channels in cardiac repolarization and
its dependence on the channels'
molecular structure....
Joel Perlmutter, M.D., professor of neurology, has received a
one-year, $50,000 grant from the
Huntington's Disease Society of
America for the HDSA Center of
Excellence....
Matthew J. Ellis, M.D., Ph.D.,
assistant professor of medicine,
has received a one-year, $43,412.80
grant from the St. Louis Affiliate of
the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer
Foundation Inc. for "The Navigator Project." ...
Jeffrey Crippin, M.D., professor of medicine, has received a
two-year, $35,750 grant from the
Barnes-Jewish Hospital Foundation for research titled "Role of Indocyanine Green (ICG) in Patients
with Advanced Liver Disease Undergoing Transjugular Intrahepatic

Portosystemic Shunt (TIPS) as a
Predicator of Post-TIPS Liver
Failure and Survival." ...
Jennifer L. Ivanovich research instructor in surgery, has
received a one-year, $34,789
grant from the St. Louis Affiliate
of the Susan G. Komen Breast
Cancer Foundation for "The
Young Women's Breast Cancer
Program." ...
Thomas A. Woolsey, M.D.,
professor of neurological surgery,
has received a two-year, $30,000
grant from the National Institute
of Neurological Disorders and
Stroke for the Spring Brain Conference. ...
JohnDiPersio, M.D., Ph.D.,
the Lewis T. and Rosalind B.
Apple Professor of Medicine, has
received a one-year, $21,197 subcontract from Northwestern University for "Phase I & II Clinical
Trials of Cancer Chemopreventive Agents." ...
June-Ho Shin, Ph.D., postdoctoral research assistant, has
received a one-year, $20,000
grant from the National Organization for Hearing Research
Foundation for research titled
"Prevent and Treat Noise-induced Hearing Loss by Drug
Blocking T-type Calcium Channels." ...
Jeffrey M. Arbeit, M.D., professor of surgery, has received a
one-year, $19,001 grant from the
Barnes-Jewish Hospital Foundation for Cervix Spore Research....
Lawrence Lewis, M.D., associate professor of emergency medicine, has received a one-year,
$5,500 grant from the BarnesJewish Hospital Foundation for
the Allen P. Klippel Lecture Fund.

Campus Authors
Howard Brick, Ph.D., professor of history and of American culture studies, both in Arts & Sciences

"Transcending Capitalism: Visions of a New Society
in Modern American Thought'I-"
(Cornell University Press, 2006)
In his third book, Howard
Brick attempts to answer the
specifically historical question
of how to understand the
debate among American (and
European) social theorists in the
middle of the 20th century on
how significantly the modern
"welfare state" had altered the
character of capitalist economies since the 19th century.
But the book started to take
shape after two key developments of the 1990s.
"First, the fall of the Soviet
Union and thus 'the end of the
Cold War,' and second, the economic boom of the late 1990s,"
Brick explains. "Taken together,
these two developments promoted a kind of'capitalist triumphalism,' the view that the
contemporary world was decisively capitalist and would ever
be so since this order of things
had demonstrated its power, endurance and superiority to all
alternatives, real or imagined.
"Such was not the view of
mid-20th century social theorists, many of whom — mainstream writers who were far
from radicals or socialists — believed modern society, including
American society, tended to
evolve in a direction pointing
beyond capitalism to a postcapitalist society no longer based on
the centrality of market economics. Many of them did not
even think that contemporary
industrial (or postindustrial)
societies were accurately called
'capitalist.'"
So, Brick explains historically

TRANSCENDING
CAPITAL

VISIONS OF A NEW SOCIETY 1(1
MODERN AMERICAN THOUGHT

i iiiffm

how those social theorists thought
the way they did, thinking that it
might "help enliven contemporary understanding of social and
economic life and its possible
course of development in the future, by reminding us of times
when the conventional wisdom
was not quite so monochrome as
it is now."
Geared mainly toward historians and social scientists, Brick
hopes the book will be relevant to
other fields such as literary and
cultural studies, which are concerned with the role of social theory in various kinds of analysis
and interpretation.
"While it is devoted to the history of ideas, some of them fairly
abstract and complex, I have writ-

ten it with the intent of rendering the main currents of
modern social theory in
clear, understandable terms,"
Brick says. "Therefore, while
it is of interest to specialists,
it should appeal to any educated reader interested in the
history of 20th-century
American social science and
politics."
According to Brick, the
book offers a significantly
new interpretation of American intellectual history for
much of the 20th century —
at least with regard to the
broad field of social thought.
It is not intended as a celebration of American social
theory in that period but
rather as an attempt to set
the record straight about one
main current of liberal social
science
While "Transcending Capitalism" deals mostly with sociology and the areas of economics, anthropology and social
psychology closest to sociology,
Brick's next book will examine
theories of world development
fostered by innovative anthropologists, among others, after
the 1940s.
Published in December,
"Transcending Capitalism" received an Honorable Mention
from the Organization of
American Historians' 2007
Merle Curti Award committee
for the best book in intellectual
history.
— Andy Clendennen
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BY CAROLINE ARBANAS

In an era of super-specialized
cancer care, Alex Denes,
M.D., is earning great praise
for his skills as a generalise
Denes, a medical oncologist for nearly 30 years, cares for
all the hospitalized cancer
patients at Siteman Cancer
Center, regardless of their type of
cancer. Breast, lung, colon, liver
or any of the other myriad types
of cancer - Denes treats them all
with an expertise matched by few.
He was named director of the
School of Medicine's inpatient
oncology service two years ago,
and with the backing of John
DiPersio, M.D., Ph.D., chief of the
Division of Oncology, Denes has
transformed the service into one
that provides exceptional medical
care to patients and serves as a
model for other academic medical centers.
"The inpatient oncology service is large and diverse and requires the skills and efforts of a
great general oncologist who has
had significant experience managing a vast array of cancers," DiPersio says. "That person also
must be an excellent teacher and
mentor to the residents and clinical fellows. Individuals like this are

(From left) Alex Denes, M.D., and John Welch, M.D., Ph.D., a fellow in hematology/oncotogy, visit with
patient Richard Wall at Barnes-Jewish Hospital. "Dr. Denes' patient and comforting manner, his skill in
explaining test results and treatment options and the time he spends with patients make all the difference," says colleague Steven Sorscher, M.D.

A'guiding light' in cancer care
Alex Denes has
helped revolutionize
inpatient oncology
services

rare, and we are extremely lucky to
have Dr. Denes. He has revolutionized the way we care for our
inpatients, and as a seasoned oncologist, he is a guiding light to
our residents and fellows."
The patients Denes sees are
often critically ill, either from
their disease or complications related to treatment. At any one
time, he manages the care of
some 40 patients, and because
they have different types of cancer and medical needs, it is unusual for any two patients to be
on the same treatment regime.
"At times, its extremely challenging," admits Denes, associate
professor of medicine. "We focus
on providing each patient with
the best possible care for his or
her disease."
Before Denes took the helm,
the structure of the inpatient oncology service was similar to those
at other academic medical centers:
Oncology faculty members took
turns overseeing the care of hospitalized patients, typically for a
two-week stint many times a year.
But there were shortcomings
to this system.
"Doctors were overwhelmed
by caring for hospitalized patients
in addition to seeing their regular
patients in the oncology clinic,"
Denes explains. "The residents
were unhappy because they didn't
know who to turn to for guidance, and the patients saw a different doctor each time they were
admitted."

DiPersio and Denes developed
the current model one night over
dinner as they brainstormed better ways to care for hospitalized
patients. Denes is the full-time attending physician on the service,
which means he is there all day
(and often into the evening) Monday through Friday, making sure
patients get the specialized care
they need.
As a matter of routine, he and
a resident see each new patient
admitted to the service, and Denes
holds daily conferences with all
the residents to discuss patients
admitted within the previous 24
hours.
The new model is a noticeable
improvement.
"Patients are much happier because there is some continuity to
their care both during their stay
and when they return," Denes
says. "And more residents are now
giving serious consideration to careers in oncology. They needed
someone to serve as a role model,
and they didn't have that before."
Word of the medical school's
new approach to inpatient oncology care has spread. Leaders from
a number of other large academic
medical centers have called or visited to understand how they
might restructure their inpatient
oncology services.
"Many are currentiy trying to
move to our model — with our
guidance and help — but most of
them do not have a senior, highly
skilled general oncologist like Alex
Denes to serve as a teacher and a
mentor, an advocate for patients
and a leader for the service,"
DiPersio says.

Escaping Soviet rule

Alex Denes and his twin brother, Bela, with their parents, Lajos and
Kato, at their home in Belleville, III., in the late 1950s shortly after
they immigrated to the United States.

Denes' journey to Washington
University began with his parents'
decision to flee their Hungarian
homeland in 1956 after the failed
revolution against Soviet-led communism.
Denes and his twin brother,
Bela, were only 9, but their parents realized their sons would
have limited opportunities under
the country's repressive communist rule.
Until the revolution, in which
thousands of civilians were killed,
the family had had a reasonably
comfortable life. His father was a
lawyer and then a judge in Budapest, and his mother, a homemaker.
But they were not Communist

Party members, and after the Soviets quashed demands for political
freedom, Denes' parents made
plans to flee, despite the danger
and risk of arrest — or worse.
One day in early December, the
family dressed in layers of their
best clothing — being careful not
to look suspicious — and boarded
a train headed toward the Austrian
border, as if they were going on a
day-long excursion.
His parents left food out on the
kitchen table, under the pretense
they would be returning, and kept
their plans secret, not even telling
his father's only sister, who lived
nearby.
"We got off the train in a town
in western Hungary, where my
parents had friends who took us to
their farm," Denes says. "That
night, they drove us closer to the
border as we lay covered by hay in
the back of a truck. We hid in a
barn the next day and walked
through the countryside during
the night into Austria.
"I don't remember all the details, but I do remember crossing
into Austria and being welcomed
with hot chocolate and chocolate
bars. It was a cold winter day, and
it tasted so good."

the medical school, and in 1999,
Denes rejoined the full-time faculty at the University and Siteman
Cancer (ienter.
During his career, Denes has
witnessed tremendous advances in
cancer, including new chemotherapy drugs and treatment regimens,
and the recent development of targeted cancer therapies.
However, more effective chemotherapy drugs do not displace
the need for caring, hands-on doctors, and Denes is known as much
for his warmth and compassion as
for his expertise in oncology.
"Dr. Denes' patient and comforting manner, his skill in explaining test results and treatment
options and the time he spends
with patients make all the difference," says medical oncologist
Steven Sorscher, M.D., assistant
professor of medicine. "My colleagues and I value him for his
tremendous knowledge of oncology, and we breathe easy knowing
that while we are in clinic, he is in
the hospital offering that same
wonderful expertise and support
to our patients."

Finding a role model
Denes' three uncles had immigrated to Belleville, 111., from Hungary
soon after World War II, and the
family quickly obtained immigration papers to join them.
When Denes and his family arrived, they did not speak a word of
English. The uncles provided a lot
of assistance to the family, and
Denes' parents worked hard to establish themselves. His father took
a job in a laundry, and his mother
worked as a housekeeper.
One of the uncles was a doctor
and a role model to Denes and his
brother. Both boys liked science
and were good students, so careers
in medicine seemed like a good
choice. (Denes' brother is a urologist in California.)
The brothers earned bachelor's
degrees from WUSTL, where they
attended on full scholarships, and
medical degrees from the University of Missouri.
After an internal medicine residency at The lohns Hopkins School
of Medicine and two years in the
Public Health Service with the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, Denes returned to
WUSTL in 1977 for a fellowship in
hematology and oncology and later
joined the faculty.
In 1985, he moved his practice
to St. lohn's Mercy Medical Center
but continued to teach part time at

Denes and his wife, Mimi, in
Budapest, Hungary, on Oct. 2,
2006, to commemorate the 50th
anniversary of the Hungarian
Revolution.

Alex Denes
Family: Married 37 years to wife,
Mimi. Children: Christy, 32, a documentary film editor, and her husband
Jean-Francois Soubiran; Alec, M.D.,
30, orthopedic surgeon, and his wife
Whitney Black, M.D.; Maggie, 24,
entering medical school in the fall;
Loren, 21, a WUSTL junior in the
Japanese Language program in Arts &
Sciences; grandson, Emile, 2.
Hobbies: Reading books in Hungarian
("to maintain my language proficiency"), golfing, running and tinkering
with old MG sports cars.

